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Arbor Day Proclamation 


THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNIVERSITY 
AND COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION 
ALBANY 


March 1, 1934 


The laws of the State have delegated to the Commissioner of Education the 
responsibility for fixing the time of the annual observation of Arbor Day. Each year 
I find this a congenial and pleasant duty, for it is at all times a good thing to turn our 
thoughts to the many blessings that Nature has showered upon us. And in these days, 
distressed as we are by the conditions that confront us, we are especially grateful to 
find in the eternal miracle of spring the comfort and solace, the courage and hope that 
better days lie ahead. 

When snows lie deepest and the blasts of winter are most severe, we know that at 
the proper time all will be green and fair again, that blossoms will appear on branch 
and bush and the songsters of the air will return to cheer us with their happy notes. 
A winter of hardship and suffering is then ended. A springtime of the enjoyment of 
Nature’s bounty begins. 

To partake of these blessings is the privilege of all. They are spread for us with 
lavish hand. To give as well as to receive these blessings is also our privilege, so that 
those who come after us may, like us, find sustenance for physical needs and the joy 
that comes from companionship with tree and flower and every living thing. So we 
plant trees on Arbor Day and care for them, and commemorate in our programs the 
infinite goodness of Nature. 

Therefore, April 20th, April 27th and May 4th are herewith designated as Arbor 
Day, and with local school authorities is placed the responsibility to determine which 
date will best serve each community, and to conduct such programs as are agreeable 
and fitting. 

May we find in this year’s observance of Arbor Day the peace and the happiness 
that come from working in harmony with Nature and from contemplating the many 
benefactions she has bestowed upon a weary but hopeful world. 





Commissioner of Education 
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State College at Albany Will Conduct Conference 


The tenth annual round-table conference for 
high school principals and teachers will be held 
at the New York State College for Teachers 
at Albany on Friday and Saturday, March 16th 
and 17th. The conference will start with a 
meeting on the evening of March 16th in Page 
Hall Auditorium, addressed by Dr Hermann 
Cooper of the State Education Department. 
The girls’ chorus of the college will present a 
musical program. 

On Saturday morning, March 17th, group 
conferences will be held in the various subject 
fields, conducted by members of the staff of 
the college. The chairmen and speakers at 
these group conferences are listed below. 

Industrial arts: Harlan Raymond, chairman; 
Roy G. Fales, supervisor, State Education 
Department, discussion leader 

Home economics: Mrs Anna K. Barsam, 
chairman; Mabel G. Gordon, Albany; Louise 
Beutler, assistant director of vocational educa- 
tion, Albany 

Junior high school and modern languages: 
Helene M. Crooks, chairman; Dr Robert W. 
Frederick, State College for Teachers; Jessie 
McAuliffe, William S. Hackett Junior High 
School, Albany; Mrs Roger H. Briggs, Philip 
Livingston Junior High School, Albany; 
H. H. Van Cott, supervisor, State Education 
Department 

Spanish: Balbino Flores, chairman 

English: Dr Harry W. Hastings, chairman; 
Susan M. dePeyster, Hoosac School; Mrs Ada 
G. Franklin, Cobleskill High School; Mary E. 
Conklin, Milne High School, Albany 

Classics: L. Antoinette Johnson, chairman; 
Edith O. Wallace, State College for Teachers ; 
Harold G. Thompson, supervisor, State Educa- 
tion Department 

History and social science: Professor Adna 
W. Risley, chairman; Dr William R. Dixon, 
supervisor of social science, Syracuse; William 
C. Wolgast, vice principal, Benjamin Franklin 
High School, Rochester 

Mathematics: Professor Harry Birchenough, 
chairman; William Betz, president, National 
Council of Teachers of Mathematics; F. Eugene 
Seymour, supervisor, State Education Depart- 
ment 


Science: Carleton Moose, chairman; Dr 
W. W.. Knox, supervisor, State Education 


Department; Gladys Lodge, Briar Cliff; Mary 
Nelson, West Leyden; Edward Osborn, Hudson 
Falls 

Commerce: Professor George M. York, 
chairman; Edwin B. Piper, Albany High 
School; John J. Sexton, Saratoga Springs High 
Schooi; George W. Hartford, Amsterdam 
High School; F. C. Ewing, Mont Pleasant 
High School, Schenectady 

At the méeting of the hygiene section at 
noon, pupils of Milne High School will present 
a physical education demonstration consisting 
of tap dancing and tumbling, under the direc- 
tion of Mary E. Hitchcock. Exhibits of 
various types-of classroom procedures may be 
seen in the Milne High School. Teachers will 
be in attendance to explain and confer. There 
will be an art exhibit in Milne High School, 
under the direction of Grace Martin. 


——_o-——_ 


Field Courses Are Planned 
in European Education 


The International Institute of Teachers Col- 
lege, Columbia University, will offer to Ameri- 
can teachers a number of field courses in the 
study of European education during the summer 
of 1934. These field courses are organized 
under the auspices of the educational authorities 
in the various countries. 

University credit will be granted, if it is de- 
sired, to members of the field courses who satis- 
factorily complete the requirements of the study 
group in which they are enrolled. 

The program includes a field course in 
German education, a Berlin residence study 
group, field courses in science and science edu- 
cation, rural education and 
physical education in Germany, a field course in 
French education and one in English education. 

Information regarding these courses may be 
obtained from Dr Thomas Alexander, Inter- 
national Institute, Teachers College, Columbia 
University, New York City. 


home economics, 


—_O-—-——_- 


Dr Avery W. Skinner gave an address on 
“ Modern Trends in Education” at the February 
Sth meeting of the Schoolmasters of Suffolk 


County, at Riverhead. 
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Recent Decisions of the Commissioner of Education 


[Herewith is presented the first instal- 
ment of a summary of recent decisions 
of Commissioner of Education Frank 
P. Graves on appeal cases of general 
interest. Other cases will be reviewed 
from time to time. This summary was 
prepared by Charles A. Brind jr, 
Director of the Law Division of the 
Department. ] 


Case No. 2237 

Appellant had been a teacher of automobile 
mechanics in Rochester for 11 years. The 
board of education abolished his position and 
he appealed, first, on the ground that because 
he had tenure the board could not abolish his 
position and, second, that conceding his position 
was abolished illegally, he was entitled to either 
of two positions alleged to be similar and held 
by teachers still serving their probationary 
period. 

Held: That a board of education has the 
right to abolish a position at any time; that 
the action of the board in abolishing the posi- 
tion relates strictly to the position and not to 
the incumbent; that the board was bound by 
statute to place his name upon an eligible list 
and to appoint him to the next vacancy in a 
position similar to the one held by him. It was 
further held that there was no statutory require- 
ment that the board create a vacancy by dis- 
missing another employe even though such 
employe was serving a probationary period. 
Case No. 2243 

An appeal from the action of the trustee in 
levying a tax without deducting from his 
budget the surplus on hand. It appeared that 
the surplus on hand together with the amount 
of public moneys to be received would be suffi- 
cient to cover the expenses of the district with- 
out the levy of an additional tax. 

Held: That under section 275, subdivision 12, 
of the Education Law it was the duty of the 
trustee to raise only the excess above the 
surplus and public money to be received. There 
being no necessity for a tax in this case the 
trustee’s action in levying the same was set 
aside. 

Case No. 2378 

Appellant appealed from the refusal of the 

board of education to reroute the bus to his 


door. His children are compelled to walk two- 
tenths of a mile to meet the bus. 

Held: Following many earlier cases (Matter 
of Central School District 1, towns of Berne, 
Knox, New Scotland and Westerlo, 41 State 
Dep't Rep'ts 546, 547; Matter of Common 
School District 3, town of Berne, 41 State 
Dep't Rep’ts 489, 470; Matter of Union Free 
School District 1, town of Caldwell, 38 State 
Dep’t Rep’ts 530, 531) that there is no require- 
ment that the bus go to each door. 


Case No. 2568 

At the school meeting on the first ballot 
respondent received 19 and appellant 18 votes. 
Thereafter a motion was adopted to disregard 
the result of the first ballot and to vote a 
second time. On the second ballot the result 


was reversed; appellant receiving 19 and 
respondent 18 votes. 
Held: That after respondent received a 


majority of the votes cast on the first ballot 
he was duly elected trustee. The meeting was 
therefore without power to set aside the result 
of the first ballot and the subsequent ballot was 
of no legal effect. 


Case No. 2593 

Appellant appealed from the designation made 
by the district meeting. He showed that he 
resided more than nine miles by one route and 
ten miles by another from the designated 
school; that one road was almost impassable 
in the winter and that he had no means of 
conveying his daughter by either route. On 
the other hand, he alleged that he delivered 
milk each morning to a city in which there 
was a high school which was but four miles 
distant; that his child was the only pupil of 
high school age residing in the district and 
consequently the only pupil affected by the 
designation. 

Held: That the facts indicated that the dis- 
trict erred in passing the designation resolution ; 
that such action was clearly against the educa- 
tional interests of the pupil affected. 


Case No. 2657 

Appellant taught in a city school system and 
was dismissed before the close of the probation- 
ary period. He claimed that the board of edu- 
cation dismissed him without a proper hearing 
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upon charges presented and that the said board 
was moved by prejudice in so doing. 

Held: That the board of education has the 
right to dismiss a teacher during the probation- 
ary period at any time and that there is no re- 
quirement that a hearing be accorded; that the 
act is discretionary and not subject to review. 


Case No. 2667 

The daughter of appellant received a diploma 
certifying to her graduation from high school. 
Subsequently she desired to continue her course 
by taking postgraduate work. The district 
transported its pupils to high school but the 
board of trustees refused to provide transporta- 
tion for appellant’s child on the ground that she 
was a postgraduate student; that the conveyance 
was overcrowded and that if transportation 
were provided for her there were several other 
pupils similarly situated who would also be en- 
titled to transportation. 

Held: That while there was nothing to pre- 
vent a school district from providing transpor- 
tation for postgraduate pupils and nothing 
illegal in the board of trustees of this district 
providing transportation for appellant’s child, 
nevertheless, as a matter of law, there is no 
statutory duty placed upon school districts to 
provide transportation for pupils who have duly 
completed their high school course as evidenced 
by a diploma from the school, and that conse- 
quently the district would not be compelled to 
provide the transportation. 


Case No. 2668 

Appellant claimed to have been employed to 
teach for the school year 1933-34 by the board 
of trustees. No regular contract of employment 
had ever been signed by the trustees but appel- 
lant claimed that a blank printed form of con- 
tract complete in details was delivered to him 
by the board and that he thereupon signed this 
contract and returned it to the board. The 
board denied it ever authorized the employment. 

Held: That the delivery of an unsigned form 
of contract without proof that the board author- 
ized the employment did not establish a binding 
agreement. 
Case No. 2669 

Appeal from the order of the Motion Picture 
Division rejecting the picture “ Narcotic.” The 


picture portrayed the life of a physician who 
became addicted to narcotics and depicted in de- 
tail methods by which narcotics may be taken 
into the human system. 


It showed the mental, 
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moral and physical degeneration of the physician 
due to the use of narcotics until, after his 
morale had been entirely broken, he ended his 
life by suicide. The picture contained scenes 
among others of opium smoking and so-called 
opium dens, the taking of heroin, morphine and 
other drugs, prostitution in connection with the 
habitués of such dens and a so-called dope party 
where the participants take different kinds of 
narcotics with various effects; also a Caesarian 
operation. 

Held: That the picture was immoral, in- 
decent, tending to corrupt morals and incite 
crime within the meaning of section 1082 of the 
Education Law, and the application for a license 
was denied. 


Case No. 2666 

Proceeding for the removal of the three 
trustees of a common school. It appearing that 
the trustees had expended for repairs more than 
$3000 that had not been appropriated by a 
district meeting and that this amount had 
been expended without the plans having been 
approved as is required by section 451 of the 
Education Law, the trustees were removed 
from office. 


Case No. 2672 

Appeal from a declared election of trustee. 

Held: “A mere affidavit that a person hires, 
from his parent or some other close relative 
with whom he resides, a garage or workshop 
on the same premises where the residence is 
located, is insufficient to establish that such 
person is a tenant of real property within the 
meaning of section 203 of the Education Law. 
Such proof inevitably creates a doubt as to the 
good faith of the transaction, and 25 years 
ago Superintendent Draper ruled that a lease 
made merely for the purpose of qualifying the 
lessee as a voter can not be considered a proper 
or sufficient qualification. (Judicial Decisions, 
1914, No. 5392, page 1420.) In a case such as 
the one indicated, clear and convincing proof 
must be submitted as to the date of the alleged 
lease, its term, the payment of rent thereunder, 
facts.” And further, 
person pays rent or 


and all other material 
“The mere fact that a 
taxes on property within the district does not 
qualify him if he is not a lessee or owner of 
such property, and a mere contribution by such 
a person toward the general expeenses of the 
household in which he lives is likewise in- 
sufficient. (Matter of Leighton, Decision No. 
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dated November 15, 1933.) Thus, a 
married woman can not qualify as a voter 
because she has paid the rent or taxes on 
property leased or owned by her husband. It 
is not the payment, but the ownership or leas- 
which constitutes the qualification.” 


2655 


ing, 
Case No. 2676 

Appeal from the refusal of the district 
superintendent to alter a boundary line. It 


appearing from the record that the alteration 
would benefit the appellants through better 
educational facilities, district superintendent 
directed to make the order following the pro- 
visions of sections 124 and 125 of the Edu- 
cation Law. 
Case No. 2682 
This appeal arose out of a 
between the clerk of the school district and the 
the custody of 
The decision 


controversy 


trustees concerning 
the district. 


board of 
the 
follows: 


records of 


The petitioner was duly elected and has been 
serving in the office of clerk for such district 
and he has sought unsuccessfully to obtain 
possession of the “ books, records, contracts and 
papers of every description belonging to said 
district.” The board of trustees have failed 
and refused to turn over to him certain records 
which they have on file in a safe in the school 
building and insist that they, and not the clerk, 
have jurisdiction over these records. 

Section 250, subdivision 7, of the Education 
Law reads as follows: 

“It shall be the duty of the clerk of each 
school district: 

“7 To keep and preserve all records, 
books and papers belonging to his office 
and to deliver the same to his successor. 
For a refusal or neglect so to do, he shall 
forfeit fifty dollars for the benefit of the 
schools of the district, to be recovered by 
the trustees.” 

The board of trustees contend that this pro- 
vision only relates to such records as are 
specifically directed to be filed with the district 
clerk. They point to the provisions of sub- 
division 17 of section 275, which authorizes the 
trustees to provide bound blank- books for the 
entering of their accounts, the records of 
the district and the proceedings of district and 
trustee meetings, and a list of the movable 
property of the district. This subdivision then 
states that the trustees “shall deliver such 
books to their successors in office.” I do not 
find any earlier decision wherein the subject 
matter of this appeal has been considered and 
for that reason this subject merits full 
discussion. 

An examination of the duties of clerk reveals 
that he is the clerk or secretary of the school 
district, of school district meetings and of the 
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meetings of the board of trustees. It is his 
duty to be present at these meetings. It is true 
that subdivision 9 of section 250 only makes it 
his duty to attend board meetings when notified. 
I hold that it is the duty of the board of trus- 
tees to notify the clerk of all board meetings, 
if any official action is to be taken, in order 
that an official record of the proceedings may 
be made. It is indicated in the papers that the 
board in this district has appointed a “ secre- 
tary” to make a record of the meetings of the 
board. There is no legal authority for any 
such appointment. The clerk of the district, 
elected by the voters, is the only officer having 
power to authenticate the records of board 
meetings. It is my understanding that occa- 
sionally stenographers are brought in to make 
a stenographic record of some of the proceed- 


ings. The clerk should also be present. On 
other occasions, when the clerk can not be 
present, it is necessary to have some person 


substitute for him but in any such instance the 
transcribed record of the meeting must be 
turned over to the clerk in order that it may 


become an official part of the record of the 

proceedings of the board of trustees. It is his 

duty to enter in the record any such tran- 
scription. 

Section 236 of the Education Law reads as 
follows: 

“§ 236. District records, books, etc., 

are district property. The records, books 


and papers belonging or appertaining to the 
office of any officer of a school district are 
hereby declared to be the property of such 
district and shall be open tor inspection by 
any qualified voter of the district at all 
reasonable hours, and any such voter may 
make copies thereof.” 

From a_ perusal of the various sections 
referred to it will be noted that the law evi- 
dently recognizes that there are certain papers 
pertaining to the office of clerk and other docu- 
ments relating to the office of trustee. As a 
general proposition therefore it is clear that the 
clerk and trustees should have and keep the 
records pertaining to their respective offices. 
In practically every instance the line of 
demarcation can be ascertained from the docu- 
ment itself. All records of district and board 
mectings, papers which are legally required to 
be filed with the clerk and similar matters come 
within the office of clerk. Records of orders 
drawn upon the supervisor or collector by the 
trustees, contracts which they may have entered 
into and similar documents in which the trus- 


tees are directly concerned may properly be 
classed as trustees’ records. Ordinarily I find 
upon = investigation that in a great many 


instances all district records are kept in the 
school building in the safe, in the principal's 
office or in the room in which the board of 
education meets. Where such conditions prevail 
a safe place is provided for them and they may 
be easily passed from the officer to his successor 
without any physical transfer. 

The trustees in the present instance point out 
that the records are at the present time in the 
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school building in a safe or a vault. It seems 
to me upon all facts that this is the proper place 
for the records, but I agree with the clerk that 
he should have access to the safe where he can 
file his records whenever he finds it necessary 
to do so. He should have his own means of 
access to the school building and either a key 
or combination to the safe or vault. 

The appeal is sustained to the extent indi- 
cated and the officers of the said district are 
hereby required and directed to comply 
therewith. 

Case No. 2685 

Appeal from the refusal 
superintendent to approve the contract 
transportation. 

Held: “The district superintendent is given 
broad powers by the provisions of section 206, 
subdivision 18, of the Education Law in the 
approval of contracts and it must be presumed 
that he has acted in disapproving a contract 
with sufficient reason and this presumption can 
be overcome only by affirmative evidence that 
he has acted unreasonably, capriciously or from 
some other improper motive.” 


Case No. 2687 

Appeal from an order of a board of educa- 
tion of a city in redistricting the city for the 
attendance of pupils. 

Held: As a general proposition boards of 
education in cities have the power to subdivide 
the city and establish bounds for the attendance 
of pupils in different schools under the juris- 
diction of the board. The pupils are bound by 
the action of the board in the first instance and 
the Commissioner of Education will not inter- 
fere unless the action is of such character as 
to indicate ulterior motive, bad faith, prejudice, 
malice or gross error. 


of the district 
for 


—o——- 


Music Festivals 


In addition to the music festivals previously 
listed in the Bulletin to the Schools, the follow- 
ing festivals have been planned: 

Madison County, at Oneida, May 26th 

Clinton County, at Plattsburg, May 5th-11th, 
George M. Elmendorf, Plattsburg, chairman 

Rockland County, at Nyack, May 4th, Mrs 
Gertrude Maged, Nyack, chairman 


—— = 


The South New Berlin High School was 
destroyed by fire on February 9th. The build- 
ing was a two-story wooden structure. 
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Radio Programs 


Rural Education Division 


The program for the March radio talks on 
rural education and rural life sponsored by the 
Rural Education Division of the Department 
and broadcast from station WGY at Schenec- 
tady on Tuesdays at 12.35 p. m. follows: 

March 6th, Practical Arts for Little Folks — 
Dialogue, Roy G. Fales, supervisor, Industrial 
Education Bureau, and Francis E. Griffin, super- 
visor, Rural Education Division, State Educa- 
tion Department 

March 13th, Industrial Arts for the Inter- 
mediate School Boy — Dialogue, Roy G. Fales, 
supervisor, Industrial Education Bureau, and 
Francis E. Griffin, supervisor, Rural Education 
Division, State Education Department 

March 20th, Fitting for Farming through the 
F. F. A., W. J. Weaver, supervisor, Agricul- 
tural Education Bureau 

March 27th, A Future Farmer’s Business 
Meeting, Bethlehem Future Farmers 


William W. Miller Retires 
as Peckham School Principal 


An active school career of more than 45 years 
was closed with the recent retirement of 
William W. Miller, principal of Peckham Voca- 
tional School in Buffalo. A _ pioneer in 
vocational education, Mr Miller has been prin- 
cipal of the Peckham School since it was 
founded 22 years ago. During his long career 
he has served youth and the State loyally 
and ably. 

Born in Little Falls, Mr Miller finished high 
school at 16 years of age, taught a district 
school for a year, and then went to Hamilton 
College. Following his graduation he taught in 
Avoca, Monticello, Gowanda and Friendship. 
Twenty-four years ago he went to Buffalo and 
started the school that has grown into McKinley 
Vocational High School. In October 1911 he 
became principal of Peckham Vocational 
School. He is the third veteran school prin- 
cipal of Buffalo to retire within a year, the 
other two being Calvert K. Mellen of Lafayette 
High School, and Charles E. Rhodes of Bennett 
High School. 
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Modern Language Teachers 
Will Observe Class Instruction 


Teachers of modern foreign languages will 
have the opportunity to take part in group 
inspections of classroom instruction through a 
series of visiting days arranged by Dr William 
R. Price, state supervisor of modern languages. 
These group inspections have proved popular 
since they were inaugurated in 1930. 

Doctor Price explains that the 
selected for inspection are not to stage demon- 
stration classes, since the visiting teachers are 
expected to see the classes under normal condi- 
tions. In order that the inspections may be 
made more valuable, the visiting teachers are 
asked to be at the school of their choice at 
9 o'clock in the morning for the discussion of 
certain problems of teaching and inspection, and 
for assignments to classes. They will be ex- 
pected to take notes of their observations and 
meet for a round-table conference at 1.30 
o'clock. After the conference, teachers eligible 
for the oral part of the examination for state 
approval will have an opportunity to take this 
examination. 

In order that proper arrangements for rooms 
and classes may be met the number of visiting 
teachers must be known at least two weeks in 
advance of the scheduled inspection. Teachers 
expecting to take advantage of this opportunity 
are asked to notify the Examinations and 
Inspections Division of the Department of the 
date and place selected and the subject desired. 

The schedule for these meetings follows: 

April 27th, Bronxville High School 

April 27th, Rome Free Academy 

May 5th, Auburn Senior High School 

May 11th, Freeport High School 

May 18th, Niagara Falls High School 

May 25th, Wilbur H. Lynch High School, 
Amsterdam 


schools 


Building Plans Approved 


Plans approved by the School Buildings and 
Grounds Division of the Department include the 
following : 


Sherburne, addition to central school, 
$115,000; approved February 14th 
Falconer, replacing doors in high school 


building, $350; approved February 14th 
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Dr Dixon Ryan Fox Named 
Chancellor of Union 


Dr Dixon Ryan Fox, professor of history at 
Columbia University, has been elected president 
of Union College and chancellor of Union 
University. He succeeds Dr Frank Parker 
Day, who resigned last spring because of ill 
health. During the interim Dr Edward Ellery 
has been serving as acting president, having 
recently resigned to resume the position of 
faculty chairman and professor of chemistry. 

Doctor Fox was born in Potsdam 45 years 
ago and was graduated from the Potsdam State 
Normal School in 1907. From Columbia Uni- 
versity he received his master’s degree in 1912 
and the degree of doctor of philosophy in 1917. 
He became a lecturer of history at Columbia 
University in 1912 and a professor in 1927. He 
was visiting professor at Yale University in 
1929-30 and from 1918 to 1920 he was research 
associate at Carnegie Institute. 

Doctor Fox has been actively interested in 
the New York Historical Association as trustee, 
president and joint editor of its magazine. He 
is the author of a number of books in the field 
of history. 

Commenting upon the election of Doctor Fox, 
Commissioner of Education Frank P. Graves 
said: 

The selection of Dr Dixon Ryan Fox as 
president of Union College and chancellor of 
Union University is an admirable one. He is 
an outstanding scholar and writer in the field 
of history and has been a most successful pro- 
fessor at Columbia University. He is a man 
of great culture and pleasing personality, and 
has a host of friends throughout New York. 
He is at the ideal age for beginning one’s work 
in university administration, and should prove 
a vigorous and popular executive. 

Personally I have looked with great interest 
and approbation upon the splendid work per- 
formed by Dean Ellery during his year as 
acting president. He took charge during a 
trying period, when Union had seriously fallen 
behind, and put the finances of the institution 
“in the black.” He reorganized the adminis- 
tration and the curriculum, and deserves the 
praise of all for the way in which he stepped 
into the breach and saved the day. His experi- 
ence and support will be of the greatest value 
to the new president. 


Fire on January 19th did damage estimated 
at $25,000 to the Ironton School in North 
Tonawanda. 
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New Physical Education Syllabus 


The Department has recently printed and is 
distributing to superintendents of schools the 
new Physical Education Syllabus for Elemen- 
tary Schools. 

The syllabus is believed to mark a step for- 
ward in the educational development of physical 
education. Definite educational objectives are 
set up and teaching methods are outlined. Ex- 
plaining the objectives of physical education, the 
syllabus states: “ The objectives of physical 
education must be compatible with those of edu- 
cation in general, and thus must conform to 
acceptable criterions of educational and social 
philosophy. Physical education is education by 
means of or through activities that are pre- 
dominantly physical, and its aims are identical 
with those of all other educational programs.” 

Dr J. Cayce Morrison, Assistant Commis- 
sioner for Elementary Education, explains in a 
foreword that the new syllabus embodies the 
best thought of more than 200 persons represent- 
ing each type of school from the smallest rural 
unit to the New York City system. “ We have 
come to realize,” he says, “that the play and 
social relationships of children are as much the 
responsibility of the school as is their study of 
the three R’s; and that through the guidance 
and direction of children’s play in school and 
out, we may contribute to the building of a 
better citizenship, a more perfect manhood and 
womanhood. 

“The time has come when every teacher in 
the elementary schools must assume quite the 
same responsibility for teaching physical edu- 
cation as she does for teaching reading or arith- 


metic; when every principal must supervise 
physical education as effectively as he does the 
other subjects of the curriculum. It is the 
responsibility of the specialist in physical edu- 
cation, then, to help both teacher and principal 
grow in the art of serving children through the 
physical education program.” 

A preface by Dr Hiram A. Jones, Chief of 
the Physical Education Bureau, traces the de- 
velopment of a changed conception of physical 
education in this State and acknowledges the 
cooperation in the preparation of the syllabus of 
the many teachers and supervisors who worked 
under the guidance of the general committee 
consisting of Arthur K. Krause, principal, Fort 
Washington School, New York City, chairman; 
Carl H. Burkhardt, director of physical educa- 
tion in Buffalo; and Paul Krimmel, director of 
physical education in Syracuse. 

Since only a limited edition could be printed, 
the syllabus will be distributed only through the 
superintendents of schools. This publication is 
not intended for schools in supervisory districts 
employing fewer than four teachers. A syllabus 
for the smaller schools will be made available 
later. 

ssdeheiiabacnaig 


Action by Regents 


The Board of Regents at its meeting on 
February 15th advanced the grade of St Nich- 
olas School, Buffalo, from middle grade, one 
year, to middle grade, three years. The charter 
of Miss Chapin’s School, Ltd., New York City, 
was amended to change the name to The Chapin 
School, Ltd. 

a 


Bird Day and Arbor Day Issues 


Commissioner of Education Frank P. Graves 
has designated Friday, April 13th, as Bird Day 
for the schools of the State. 

The March 15th issue of the Bulletin to the 
Schools will be the Bird Day number, and the 
April Ist issue will be the Arbor Day number. 
Material helpful to teachers in planning observ- 
ances of these days is being compiled with the 
cooperation of the New York State Museum. 

a 

Fire razed the two-room school in South 

Corinth on February 5th. 
—pO—— 

The Parishville Union School was destroyed 

by fire on January 29th. 
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BULLETIN TO THE SCHOOLS 


Norwich Mother Describes 
Progressive Schools of City 


Under the heading “ A Mother Looks at the 
Schools,” the Norwich Sun recently printed 
series of articles by Mrs Leo-M. Hannon, giv- 
ing a survey of the progressive system of edu- 
cation as conducted in the Norwich 
These articles have been reprinted in a pamphlet 
by the newspaper. Having had experience as a 
newspaper woman, Mrs Hannon brought to this 
work the reportorial exactness of the trained 
journalist coupled with the interest of a parent 
in her children’s educational opportunities. Her 
after 


schools. 


observations and conclusions, reached 
weeks of intensive study in the classrooms, give 
an interesting picture of the elementary school 
system of her home community. 

Mrs Hannon begins her observations by not- 
ing that although all had changed, the 
schooling which she herself received differed 
little, if any, from that of her grandmother. 


Recalling this system of education, 


else 


she points 


out: 

The three R’s in eight grades, the rigid cur- 
riculum, were the same. The teacher needed 
facts. The children needed only good memories. 

There was no attempt, nor had there been, at 
arousing interest in the school or in the creation 
of a desire to learn for learning’s sake. Curi- 
osity was frowned upon — it interfered with the 
teacher's routine. There had developed in all 
those years no time, no room tor questioning, 
eager, curious childhood; no place for the slow 
child, no place for the advanced one 

In my opinion I went out of the Norwich 
schools to meet my world of infinitely changed 
perspectives, with mental training which varied 
but little from my grandmother's. All else had 
changed; but all progress had been outside the 
elementary schools. 

How radically the Norwich schools of today 
differ from those that she attended, she explains 
in her accounts of visits to the elementary class- 
rooms. In detail 
educational activity enjoyed by the pupils under 
the new system planned by Superintendent of 
Schools Frank R. 
conducted by the Norwich teachers. 
clusion of her 
Norwich schools will make it possible for her 
children to acquire good habits of work, a pas- 
and an insatiable 


she describes the wealth of 


Wassung and enthusiastically 
At the con- 
that the 


visits she declares 


sion for weighing evidence 
intellectual curiosity. Her 
sy) looks at the 


them good.” 


final statement is, 


mother schools — and _ finds 
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Department Will Award 
Scholarships for Trade Workers 


Twenty-five scholarships of $250 each will be 
awarded by the State Education Department to 
men and women who have the necessary trade 
and technical qualifications, and are otherwise 
qualified, and who desire to prepare themselves 
for teaching. The applicants chosen for the 
scholarships will receive ten months’ training 
without charge in the industrial teacher-training 
department of State Teachers College, Buffalo, 
beginning in September. On satisfactory com- 
pletion of the work prescribed, the scholarship 
holders will receive life licenses to teach their 
specific trades in the public schools of the State. 
Applications for blanks should be made at once 
to the Vocational and Extension Education Di- 
State Education Department, Albany. 
All applications must be on file by April 23d. 

Male candidates are required to have five 
years’ journeyman trade, in- 
dustrial or technical occupation, which has been 
preceded by a four years’ apprenticeship in the 
Vocational school or technical 


Vision, 


experience in a 


same occupation. 
school training may be accepted for not more 
than two years of apprenticeship. College grad- 
uates are not eligible. For women, five years 
of trade training are required, of not less than 
journeyman grade, and a year of apprenticeship, 
in addition. All applicants must have completed 
the eighth grade and have had one year of high 
school, or its equivalent. Ages for male candi- 
dates range from 23 to 38 years and for women, 
Citizenship and one year’s resi- 
New York previous to 

Good moral character 


21 to 35 years. 
dence in the State of 
application are required. 
and good health complete the requirements. 

A merit list will be set up for each trade, in- 
or technical based on the 
candidates. They will then 


dustrial occupation 
qualifications of the 
he rated on general education, practical experi- 
ence, moral character 
examining committees appointed for the purpose. 
Candidates may be required to appear before 


and physical fitness by 


the committees for a personal interview. <A 
written and practical examination may also be 


required, 


The New York City board of education has 
of the city’s schools 
by a committee of members, four of 
whom are to be appointed by the mayor of the 
and three by the superintendent of schools. 


authorized a broad survey 
seven 


city, 
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Early Newspapers Tell of Organization of Secondary Schools 


Early days in secondary school instruction in 
this State are recalled in notices of two 
academies and a high school that have been 
found by Joseph Gavit, senior librarian of the 
New York State Library, in files of old 
newspapers. 

In the only known copy of the Manlius Times 
of December 31, 1811, appear notices of the 
Pompey Academy and the Manlius Academy. 
The starting of a high school in Utica is 
recorded in the June 26, 1827, issue of the 
Saratoga Sentinel. 

The notices in the Manlius Times read as 
follows: 


ACADEMY 


Public notice is hereby given, that the 
Academy in Pompey will open for the reception 
of Scholars, on the 2nd day of December next. 
The Learned Languages and the different 
Sciences usually taught in academies, will be 
taught, and the strictest attention paid to 
improve Scholars in Literature and Morality. 
Board can be procured near the academy, on 
reasonable terms. 

By order of the Presidential Committee. 

V. Birpsey, Clerk 

Nov. 18, 1811 


MANLIUS ACADEMY 


The Preceptor respectfully acquaints the 
inhabitants of this village, and of this and the 
neighboring towns, that his 2nd quarter com- 
menced on December 30, 1811.— There are ac- 
commodations for a few more pupils, where 
the English, Latin and Greek languages are 
grammatically taught; common Arithmetic, 
Trigonometry, Geometry, and their application 
to surveying and navigation — Composition, 
Geography and other branches, if requested. 
The preceptor promises nothing but the devotion 
of his talents, experience and diligence; all 
which shall be employed to assist his pupils in 
making acquisitions in their different pursuits, 
to regulate their morals and improve the heart. 

Manlius Village, Dec. 31. 


The notice regarding the Utica High School 
follows: 


High School in Utica. One of these mod- 
ern institutions, we perceive, is soon to be opened 
in this flourishing village. It is to be under the 
superintendance and direction of Mr Charles 
Bartlett, a late graduate of Union College. 
From the personal knowledge which we have 
of this young gentleman, and from the dis- 
tinguished reputation which he enjoyed in the 
pursuits of his classical education ; from the in- 
teresting and amiable qualities of his private 
character, and from the resources of an en- 


lightened mind, we anticipate much benefit to 
the young and rising population of that place. 
We give to Mr Bartlett our sincere wish for 
his future success, and hope that the worthy 
exertions which he is making to instruct the 
youth of his country, in the several departments 
of science may meet with the encouragement 
which they strictly merit. A. B. 


According to Bagg’s Memorial History of 
Utica, the Utica High School, known after- 
wards as the Utica Gymnasium, was a school 
of considerable note throughout the State. It 
was a boarding school for boys, continuing for 
about eight years. The Saratoga Sentinel was 
interested in Bartlett because he was a native of 
Charlton, Saratoga county. Among the teachers 
were Fay Edgerton, a graduate of the “ Poly- 
technic School” at Troy, and Asa Gray, the 
naturalist. Among its students were James 
Dwight Dana, S. Wells Williams, the Chinese 
scholar, and Alexander S. Johnson, judge of 
the Court of Appeals, and later circuit judge of 
the United States. The destruction by fire of 
the second schoolhouse in 1853 disrupted the 
enterprise, and Bartlett moved to Poughkeepsie, 
where he continued successfully for some years. 


——o—— 


Visiting Days Scheduled 
for Teachers of Music 


A series of “clinics” for the consideration 
of problems in music teaching will be held 
March 12th, 13th and 14th in the schools listed 
below. The morning session, beginning at 9.30 
o'clock, will be devoted to visitation and teach- 
ing of classes of children. In the afternoon 
opportunity will be given for observation of 
local work and for informal discussion. 

These meetings have been planned by Dr Rus- 
sell Carter, state supervisor of music, with the 
cooperation of superintendents of schools and 
supervisors of music. The dates and places 
follow: 

March 12th, Sanford Street School, Glens 
Falls 

March 13th, Pleasant Valley School, Schenec- 
tady 

March 14th, Kingston High School 
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Death Claims Gary Jones, 
Principal of Watertown School 


Gary M. Jones, for 35 years connected with 
the Watertown High School, 32 years as prin- 
cipal, died on February 21st in Watertown. 
He was 67 years old. 

An able teacher and effective administrator, 
Mr Jones had during his long period of service 
raised the scholastic standard of the school and 
maintained it at a high point. A friend and 
counselor of pupils and teachers, he bound them 
to him by ties of genuine affection. A pro- 
gressive educator, he greatly expanded the 
educational service of the school, making avail- 
able enriched opportunities for the youth of the 
community. 

Born on a farm in Oneida county, Gary M. 
Jones received his early education in the Boon- 
ville and Holland Patent schools and from the 
Rome Free Academy. After teaching for two 
years he entered Hamilton College, from which 
he was graduated in 1888 and received his 
master’s degree in 1889. 

He went to Watertown as a teacher in the 
high school in 1888. His educational career was 
interrupted in 1891, when he began the study 
of law and later was admitted to the bar. He 
practised law for several years and was city 
clerk in Watertown for a year. Returning to 
the Watertown High School as principal in 1898, 
he continued in that office until 1906, when he 
resigned to enter business for a year. He then 
was editor of the Watertown Daily Standard 
for a short time and for two years was repre- 
sentative of a textbook company. He again 
became principal of the Watertown High 
School in 1910 and continued in that position 
until his death, declining in 1933 the appoint- 
ment as superintendent of schools. 

Mr Jones was co-author, with Robert Lansing, 
Secretary of State in President Wilson's 
cabinet, of a textbook in civics. He was highly 
regarded by the community that he served and 
by his associates in educational work through- 
out the State. 


—o-——_ 


Approval of the plan to build an annex to the 
Naples High School, containing six classrooms 
and a combined auditorium-gymnasium, was 
voted at a special meeting on February 23d. 
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P. W. A. Funds Allotted for 
New York State Schools 


The Public Works Administration has ap- 
proved allotments for school building construc- 
tion in this State for the following projects: 


Location Project Allocation 

Buffalo Kensington High 
School $1 198 900 

Utica New East Utica 
High School 1 221 000 

Utica Addition to Hora- 

tio Seymour 
School 24 000 

Utica First unit of Ridge- 
wood School 50 000 

Rochester John Marshall 
High School 1 490 000 
Broadalbin School 1 175 000 

Jamestown New senior high 

school and 

various other 
schools, total of 1 220 000 

New York City Bayside High 
School 2 500 000 
Catskill High School 365 000 
Au Sable Forks School 234 000 
Westbury, L.I. School 1 350 000 
Dobbs Ferry School 3 800 000 
Huntington School 3 550 000 
Sherburne School 1 115 000 
Southold School 9 275 000 
Chestertown School 2 140 000 
Unadilla School 2 221 000 
Buffalo School 37 782 000 

a 


A resolution expressing sympathy to the 
family of Bertha F. Smith, a teacher in New 
Rochelle for 38 years, who died January 22d, 
has been adopted by the New Rochelle board 
of education. The resolution paid tribute to 
her faithful service, her keen understanding of 
children and the inspiration of her high ideals. 


Francis C. Williams, for 27 years a member 
of the District 9, Corning, board of education 
and since 1919 its president, died on February 
7th. Frederick Carder has been elected presi- 
dent to succeed him. 
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T. A. Zornow Named Assistant 
Superintendent in Rochester 


Theodore A. Zornow, for 11 years principal 
of the Madison High School in Rochester, has 
been designated as assistant superintendent of 
schools in Rochester. His successor as prin- 
cipal of the Madison School is Frank M. Jenner. 

Mr Zornow is a graduate of the University 
of Rochester and received his master’s degree 
from that institution. For nine years he was 
principal of Pittsford High School. Before 
becoming principal of the Madison School he 
was principal of School 27 in Rochester for 
eight years. Active in educational organiza- 
tions, Mr Zornow is a former president of the 
Rochester Teachers Association and of the New 
York State Teachers Association. He is a 
member of the Academic Council appointed by 
the Board of Regents. 


—o-———_ 


The Utica common council has approved a 
school construction program totaling $1,295,000. 
The program includes the building of the new 
East Utica High School, the erection of the 
first unit of a 16-room elementary school in the 
Ridgewood section and an addition to the 
Horatio Seymour School in North Utica. 


A196m-Mr34-13,500(11929) * 
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Radio Station Offers 
Prizes in Essay Contest 


The General Electric Company at Schenec- 
tady is conducting a farm essay contest on the 
general subject of the Farm Forum broadcast 
over station WGY. The subjects for the dif- 
ferent months are: 

March, “ What I Think of the WGY Farm 
Forum” 

April, “How WGY Farm Forums Have 
Made Money for Me” 

May, “How WGY Farm Programs 
Render Greater Service” 

Electrical appliances are offered as prizes. 
Full particulars may be obtained from station 
WGY at Schenectady. 


Can 


—_Q——— 


Physical Education Meeting 
at Cortland Is Canceled 
Announcement has been received that the 
physical education conference and demonstration 
scheduled for March 23d and 24th at the Cort- 
land State Normal School will not be held 
this year. 
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